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PRESENTATION
The fisheries of spiny lobster (Panulirus argus) in the Central American Caribbean are an
important item for Belize, Honduras and Nicaragua, although it is catch in smaller scale
in Costa Rica and is in expansion in Panama and Guatemala. With the exception of
the last country, the average production volume for the rest of the countries during the
period 2000-‐2007 was 2,400 metric tons per year, which represents an annual value of
US$ 83.6 million.
Nicaragua and Honduras handle 66% of the industrial fleet with traps and 34% with
scuba divers, while Belize operates 60% of the artisanal boats with traps and 40% of free-‐
diving divers, which means 14,700 jobs for the Central American countries. In all cases,
fishing is profitable for operations at sea, although recently the rise in the fuel price and
low international purchase prices have diminished considerably the total profitability.
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Since the consolidation of the lobster fishery in Central America in the 60’s, concern
was kept for making it a sustainable activity, through the protection of juvenile animals,
berried (egg-‐bearing) female and the determination of closure periods so the resource
could recover. However, these fisheries were treated as local products, therefore the
minimum catch sizes and closure periods were different in each country.
With the advent of the Policy for Integration of Fisheries and Aquaculture in the Central
American Isthmus, formulated by OSPESCA and in force since July 1st, 2005, efforts
for having harmony in the management measures of the lobster fisheries have led the
Governments of all Central American countries to formulate and adopt the Regulation
for the Regional Management of the Spiny Caribbean Lobster (Panulirus argus) Fishery.
This regulation was approved by the Fishery Authorities of all the countries of the Central
American isthmus and entered into force on July 1st, 2009. In it the minimum catch
size, number of traps per vessel, closure periods, size of the escaping gap, as well as the
prohibition of taking females with eggs are unified.
The present document describes in a simple and concise manner the content of the
aforementioned regulation, which shall be spread out in Spanish, English and Miskitu,
for the duly comprehension of entrepreneurs, traders, industrial, artisanal fishermen and
divers working in the activity and marketing of the spiny lobster of the Central American
Caribbean.
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S E C R E T A R Y    G E N E R A L    O F    T H E  
C E N T R A L    A M E R I C A N    I N T E G R A T I O N    S Y S T E M  
( S G - S I C A )

CERTIFICATION
STD/C/023/09

The   undersigned   Secretary   General   of   the   Central   American   Integration  
System   SG-SICA   hereby   CERTIFIES:   that   the   attached   text   of   the  
“REGULATION   OSP-02-09   FOR   THE   REGIONAL   MANAGEMENT   OF  
THE  CARIBBEAN  SPINY  LOBSTER  (Panulirus  argus)  FISHERY”  and  its  
Annexes  is  true  and  accurate  photocopy  of  which  is  deposited  in  this  General  
Secretariat,  which  has  been  properly  checked,  and  signed  on  May  twenty  
one,  two  thousand  nine,  in  Bavaro,  Punta  Cana,  Dominican  Republic,  and  
consists  of  nine  sheets  including  the  cover  sheet,  only  utilized  in  the  front.
And,   to   be   forwarded   to   the   Chairman   of   INPESCA,   of   the   Republic   of  
1LFDUDJXD H[WHQGV WKH SUHVHQW &HUWL¿FDWLRQ DW WKH +HDGTXDUWHUV RI WKH
General  Secretariat  of  Central  American  Integration  System  SG-SICA,  in  the  
city  of  San  Salvador,  capital  city  of  the  Republic  of  EI  Salvador,  at  six  days  in  
the  month  of  July  of  year  two  thousand  and  nine.

Juan  Daniel  Alemán  Gurdián
Secretary  General
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Meeting of Competent Ministers in the Activities of Fishing
and Aquaculture of the Central American Isthmus
Bavaro, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
May 21st, 2009
RESOLUTION TWO
Regulation OSP-‐02-‐09 for the Regional Management of
the Caribbean Spiny Lobster (Panulirus argus) Fishery
The Competent Ministers of the activities of Fishing and Aquaculture of Belize, Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama.

WHEREAS:
 The “Policy for Integration of Fisheries and Aquaculture in the Central American
Isthmus”,effective on the first day of July, 2005, sets up the need for harmonization
of the Central American regulation and the Management of Regional Fisheries and
Aquaculture;
 In recent years there has been a decrease in the Caribbean Spiny Lobster (Panulirus
argus), so it is appropriate to provide regional measures and regulations for the
sustainable management by the Central American States;
 It is necessary to promote responsible regional fishing and trade of these fisheries, so
that will positively impact the quality and standard of living of fishing communities
in the region.

RESOLVE:
 To approve in its entirety the Regulation OSP-‐02-‐09 annex to this Resolution, for the
Regional Management of the Caribbean Spiny Lobster (Panulirus argus) Fishery that
shall enter into force from July 01, 2009.
Dominican Republic, on this twenty first day of the month of May, two thousand nine.
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Signed:
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REGULATION
OSP-‐02-‐09
FOR THE REGIONAL
MANAGEMENT
OF THE CARIBBEAN
SPINY LOBSTER
(Panulirus argus) FISHERY

Dominican Republic, May 21st, 2009
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1.

The “Policy for Integration of Fisheries and Aquaculture in the Central American
Isthmus”, effective on the first day of July, 2005, sets up the need for harmonization
of the Central American regulation and the Management of Regional Fisheries and
Aquaculture;

2.

Pursuant article 22 of the Tegucigalpa Protocol and the Regulation for Normative
Acts of the Central American Integration System, the Council of Ministers has the
power to issue normative acts which are expressed, among others, in regulations of
general nature, binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all States parties to
the Central American Integration System (SICA);

3.

In recent years there has been a decrease in the Caribbean Spiny Lobster (Panulirus
argus), which leads to the need to establish regional measures and regulations for the
sustainable management of it by the Central American Isthmus States, to promote
responsible regional fishing and trade of these fisheries, so that will positively impact
the quality and standard of living of fishing communities in the region;
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4.

Among other measures, a closure period shall be established, to protect the period
of higher natural reproduction and the transition of these species life cycle stage
where individuals, having bred at least once, become part of the yielding portion of
the lobster stocks.

THEREFORE
THE COMPETENT MINISTERS OF THE FISHING
AND AQUACULTURE ACTIVITIES OF BELIZE, COSTA
RICA, EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS,
NICARAGUA AND PANAMA

Enact the following
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TITLE I
CHAPTER I

PURPOSE OF THE REGULATION
Article 1: The purpose.
The purpose of the present regulation consists in:
a)

Establish binding measures which allow the harmonization of the regulation and
management of the Spiny Caribbean Lobster in the region.

b)

Ensure an appropriate management and the sustainable use of this resource based
on responsible fishing.

c)

Recover, protect and use in a sustainable manner the Caribbean spiny lobster
fishery.
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Photography: Renaldi Barnutti

CHAPTER II

SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS
Article 2. Scope.
The present Regulation shall be applicable to the Caribbean spiny lobster fisheries in the
Central American Isthmus.

Article 3. Definitions.
For the purpose of the present regulation, it shall mean:
a)

Storing site: Place for reception of unloading of fishery products.
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b) Scuba diving: Submersion activity with specialized equipment (SCUBA) which
allows the diver total mobility and independence.
c)

Female with spematophore: Female lobster with a dark colored receptacle on the
ventral cephalothorax, consisting of the male’s sperm.

d) Female in molting: female with soft carapace, product of an animal’s growth phase.
e)

Spawned female: female lobster with an egg mass visible in the ventral abdomen.

f)

Escaping gap: area between the bottom of a trap and the first wood rib, whose
function is to letout juvenile lobsters.

g) Telson: Terminal piece of the lobster’s tail.
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Photography: Renaldi Barnutti

TITLE II

,

SOLE CHAPTER,

MANAGEMENT MEASURES FOR THE
CARIBBEAN SPINY LOBSTER (Panulirus argus)
FISHERY
Article 4. Closure.
From year 2010, the States agree to implement a temporary suspension of the entire
fishery for Caribbean spiny lobster (Panulirus argus) over a period of 4 months, from
March 1st to June 30th each year, with the exception of Belize that will keep it between
February 15th and June 14th of each year.
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States Party shall implement the necessary technical studies for the purpose to jointly
validate or modify what has been provided for in this article.

Article 5. Number of traps.
The maximum number per industrial vessel in the fishing activity shall be two thousand
five hundred (2,500) traps. For the case of artisanal fishery the number of traps shall be
determined by the authority of each country, pursuant with the technical studies to be
carried out on the matter. The materials utilized for building traps shall be biodegradable.

Article 6. Escaping gap.
Traps to be used shall have at least one escaping gap, in the opposite side of the line
used to lift the trap, with an escaping opening of 21/8 inches (5.4 centimeters) between
the bottom and the first rib from the bottom above, to the effect of ensuring the exit of
juvenile lobsters.

Article 7. Placement and removal of traps.
Before the commencement of the closure, persons and legal entities authorized to
practice this fishery shall be obliged to remove traps from the sea. Fishery Authorities
shall authorize the removal of traps placed once the closure has commenced, only when
an inspector on board ensures the return to the sea of the catch product.
States may authorize placement of traps on the fishing grounds ten days before the end
of the closure period.
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Article 8. Inventories.
States Parties shall adopt pertinent provisions aimed for vessel owners, processors and
traders to submit to the competent authority, by the third day of the closure, the inventory
or availability of lobsters in their possession, which shall be sole quantity that can be
marketed in the closure period. The competent entity shall verify the inventory within a
period no longer than five days after it receipt. The competent authority may carry out
inspections as it deems necessary, notwithstanding any other provision of control that
each State Party may implement.

Article 9. Sailing permits.
During the closure, the competent authority shall suspend fishing sailing permits for
industrial and artisanal vessels authorized to fish for lobster.

Article 10. On navigation during the closure.
Sailing of vessels authorized for fishing for lobster during the closure shall be allowed only
for duly justified reasons before the competent authority, whether for maintenance or
because the competent authority authorizes the vessel to practice another fishery.

Article 11. Minimum size and weight.
For catching and storing purposes, a minimum size of one hundred forty millimeters (140
mm) of length is set, measured from the first abdominal segment to the terminal portion
of the telson.
For packaging and marketing purposes an average weight of five ounces per unit of
commercial packaging is set, with a range of 4.5 to 5.5 ounces of thawed lobster tail.
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Article 12. Prohibitions.
The catch, possession and marketing of lobsters that are in reproductive phase, spawned,
with spematophore or molting is prohibited, as well as those lobsters whose eggs have
been removed from the tail and marketing of tail meat from carapace-‐less lobster, as well
as ground lobster meat.

Article 13. Diving.
State Parties shall prohibit scuba diving for lobster fishing within a maximum term of 2
years from the adoption of the present regulation.
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TITLE III

,

Final Rule
SOLE CHAPTER

ON THE ENTRY INTO FORCE AND DEPOSIT
Article 14. Entry into force and deposit.
Present regulation shall enter into force on July 1st, 2009 and shall be deposit in the
General Secretariat of SICA.
This is to be forwarded to the different competent fishing authorities of the countries of
the Central American Isthmus for its respective publication.
Done in the Dominican Republic, on this 21st day of the month of May of year two
thousand nine.
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Photography: A. Castillo

ADDENDUM TO THE
REGULATION OSP-‐02-‐09
That extends up to two years the deadline for
the suspension of SCUBA diving
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S E C R E T A R Y    G E N E R A L    O F    T H E  
C E N T R A L    A M E R I C A N    I N T E G R A T I O N    S Y S T E M  
( S G - S I C A )

CERTIFICATION
STD/C/011/11

The   undersigned   Secretary   General   of   the   Central   American   Integration  
System  (SICA  for  its  Spanis  hacronym),  CERTIFIES:  that  the  accompanying  
text   which   contains   “RESOLUTION   NUMBER   FIVE:   Addendum   to  
Regulation  OSP-02-09  for  the  Regional  Management  of  the  Caribbean  
Lobster   (Panulirus   argus)   Fishery”,   subscribed   in   San   Salvador   the  
twenty-seventh  of  April  two  thousand  and  eleven  by  Rene  Montero,  Minister  
of  Agriculture   and   Fisheries   of   Belize;;   Gloria  Abraham   Peralta,   Minister   of  
Agriculture   and   Livestock   of   Costa   Rica;;   Jose   Guillermo   Lopez   Suarez,  
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Livestock  of  El  Salvador;;  Juan  Alonso  de  Leon,  
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Livestock  and  Food  of  Guatemala;;  Jacobo  Regalado  
:HL]HPEOXW$JULFXOWXUH DQG /LYHVWRFN 6HFUHWDU\ RI +RQGXUDV 6WHDGPDQ
Fagot   Muller,   Executive   President   of   INPESCA   of   Nicaragua   and   Emilio  
Jose  Kieswetter  Anguizola,  Minister  of  Agricultural  Development  of  Panama.  
7KHSUHVHQWHGGRFXPHQWLVDYHUL¿HGFRS\RIWKHRULJLQDOZKLFKKDVEHHQ
deposited   with   the   General   Secretariat,   has   been   properly   collated   and  
consists   of   two   useful   pages   which   are   only   used   in   its   obverse.      This   is  
what  I  outlay,  sign  and  seal  to  be  submitted  to  Juan  Alfonso  de  Leon  Garcia,  
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Livestock  and  Food  in  his  post  as  Pro  Temp  President  
for  the  Central  American  Agriculture  Council  (CAC  for  its  Spanish  acronym)  
ZLWK LWV +HDGTXDUWHUV DW WKH *HQHUDO 6HFUHWDULDW RI WKH &HQWUDO$PHULFDQ
Integration   System   (SICA),   San   Salvador,   Republic   of   El   Salvador   on   the  
twenty-sixth  day  of  June  two  thousand  eleven.

Juan  Daniel  Alemán  Gurdián
Secretary  General
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Meeting of the Ministers responsible for Fisheries and
Aquaculture Activities for the Central America Isthmus
RESOLUTION No. FIVE
Addendum to the Regulation OSP-‐02-‐09 for the
Regional Fisheries Management of the Caribbean
Lobster (Panulirus argus).
The Ministers responsible for Fisheries and Aquaculture activities or their representatives,
members of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector Organization (OSPESCA), acting
within the framework of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Integration Policy for the Central
American Isthmus:

CONSIDER:
a)

That the Regulation OSP-‐02-‐09 came into effect on July 1, 2009 for the Regional
Fisheries Management of the Caribbean Lobster (Panulirus argus);

b)

That an objective of this Regulation is to establish binding measures to enable the
harmonization of regulations and management of the Caribbean Lobster Fishery in
the Central American Region.;

c)

That Article 13 of the Regulation provides that the States Parties shall prohibit SCUBA
diving for lobster shing within a maximum of two years from the date of its adoption;

d)

That despite continued efforts by both the public and the private sectors the
necessary conditions for suspending SCUBA diving are still not being met and as a
result a longer period is required.

RESOLVE:
1.
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Approve the Addendum to the Regulation OSP-‐02-‐09 for the Regional Management
of the Caribbean Lobster (Panulirus argus) Fishery and therefore, extend up to two
years, beginning on July 1, 2011, the time for the suspension of SCUBA diving for
fishing of the Caribbean Lobster;
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2.

That the Steering Committee of SICA/OSPESCA promotes a regional action plan to
ensure the suspension of SCUBA diving within the specified time frame;

3.

Consider the Addendum as part of the Regulation OSP-‐02-‐09 for the Regional
Fisheries Management of the Caribbean Lobster (Panulirus argus);

4.

To task the Pro Temp President of SICA/OSPESCA to deposit this resolution before
the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System (SICA) for the
respective certification.

San Salvador, April 27, 2011.
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National Fisheries and Aquaculture Institutions in the Central American
Isthmus that can provide information on the Code of Ethics

BELIZE
Ministerio de Agricultura y Pesca
Departamento de Pesca
Tel. (501) 223-‐2187 Fax (501) 223-‐2983

COSTA RICA
Instituto Costarricense de Pesca
y Acuicultura (INCOPESCA)
Tel. (506) 2661-‐0846 Fax (506) 2661-‐0748

EL SALVADOR
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería
Dirección General de Pesca y Acuicultura
(CENDEPESCA)
Tel. (503) 2534-‐9882 Fax (503) 2534-‐9885

GUATEMALA
Ministerio de Agricultura,
Ganadería y Alimentación
Dirección de Normatividad de la
Pesca y Acuicultura
Tel. (502) 6640-‐9320 Fax (502) 6630-‐5889

HONDURAS
Secretaría de Estado del Despacho
de Agricultura y Ganadería
Dirección General de Pesca y Acuicultura
(DIGEPESCA)
Tel. (504) 239-‐0908 Telefax (504) 239-‐1994

NICARAGUA
Instituto Nicaragüense de
Pesca y Acuicultura (INPESCA)
Tel. (505) 2251-‐0484 al 2251-‐0488

PANAMÁ
Autoridad de los Recursos
Acuáticos de Panamá (ARAP)
Tel. (507) 511-‐6000 Fax (507) 511-‐6013

REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA
Secretaria de Estado de Agricultura
Consejo Dominicano de Pesca y Acuicultura
(CODOPESCA)
Tel. (809) 658-‐4001

OSPE SCA AD DR ES S

Unidad Regional de Pesca y Acuicultura
SICA/OSPESCA
Edificio Sede del SICA, Final Bulevar Cancillería
Distrito El Espino, Ciudad Merliot, Antiguo Cuscatlán,
La Libertad
Tel.: (503) 2248-‐8800 Fax: (503) 2248-‐8899
E-‐mail: Info.ospesca@sica.int
Sitio Web: www.sica.int/ospesca

Convenio OSPESCA/OIRSA
Calle Ramón Belloso, final pasaje Isolde,
Col. Escalón, San Salvador,
El Salvador, C.A.
Tel.: (503) 2209-‐9200 Fax: (503) 2263-‐1128
E-‐mail: mgonzalez@oirsa.org

